Tay-Sachs Testing Via Grassroots
To Herd Vets & Members

GM2 Gangliosidiosis (Tay - Sachs disease) has recently been reported in Jacob Sheep (Vet Rec 174 1 20). A test to determine carriers is now available via LGC Genomics. Submission of blood samples for testing is via the Members’ Grassroots on-line flock account and is described below. As this is a new disease confidentiality is at a premium. The condition follows a classical Mendelian inheritance pattern. In theory if no carrier rams are used the condition could be bred out of the breed comparatively quickly. However, in the early days valuable blood lines must be protected. 

1. Members apply to do the Tay-Sachs test via ‘Manage your Flock’ in PedeWeb (JSS breeders IT data repository) click on http://www.jacobsheepsociety.co.uk then click on the ‘search for sheep and members’ button. It takes members to their log-on page, then via ‘manage my flock’ on to the Tay-Sachs DNA test
2. A list of members’ animals which have not already been tested will be displayed. They should tick those animals they wish to have tested. (this can include notified lambs)
3. The cost of the test is added to their ‘shopping basket’ which they can pay in any one of the normal ways (PayPal, cheque, or BACS to the Society) 
4. Grassroots will download the application and once payment has been received, they will send a pack to the owner, with sticky labels with the id of the animal to be tested to go onto the FTA cards, and a summary sheet of animals to be tested to be packed with the samples when they are dispatched by the Herd vet to Grassroots. 
5. The fee is £13.50 per test - this covers the lab testing costs and administration by Grassroots
6. Results returned are coded as follows:  G:G is negative for Tay-Sachs, G:C is a carrier and C:C is positive for Tay-Sachs. Members should not contact the Lab for results analysis as they are not in a position to give advice. Please contact the Field Officer for further information
 
